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The House met at 10 a.m.

Rev. Troy Ehlke, Christ Lutheran
Church, Charlotte, North Carolina, of-
fered the following prayer:

God of wisdom and truth, we are a
Nation standing at the crossroads. It is
a place of possibilities; one where path-
ways beckon us to traverse, yet the un-
foreseen tenders our steps. Enable us to
boldly confront this critical juncture
through the hope that rests securely in
Your love.

Unite us as one so that care of com-
munity precedes self-interest; love of
neighbor breeds compassionate action;
the common good is a prize to behold
rather than a tool to exploit.

Empower the representatives of this
great land to respond to today’s issues
from a posture of hope because bless-
ings abound even under the most ardu-
ous of circumstances. We may be facing
the crossroads, but we are not alone,
for we have You and we have one an-
other. Nothing more do we require.
Truly, You are generous, O Lord.

Amen.

————————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Nebraska (Mr. SMITH) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed a bill of the
following title in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested:

S. 614. An act to award a Congressional
Gold Medal to the Women Airforce Service
Pilots (“WASP”").

—————

WELCOMING REV. TROY EHLKE

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentlewoman from North Carolina
(Mrs. MYRICK) is recognized for 1
minute.

There was no objection.

Mrs. MYRICK. I’'m honored to intro-
duce Rev. Troy Ehlke, who gave to-
day’s opening prayer. He serves as the
Pastor of Care and Counseling at
Christ Lutheran Church in Charlotte,
North Carolina, where he lives with his
wife, Cynthia, and son Julian. It is here
that he administers pastoral care to a
congregation of nearly 3,000 through di-
rect visitation and facilitation of a
large lay ministry group. He is also the
director of Adult Education and over-
sees the Sunday school and the
Wednesday evening curriculums.

He received his master’s degrees in
the fields of theology and divinity from
Harvard Divinity School, Pacific Lu-
theran Theological Seminary, and
Princeton Theological Seminary. His
professional interests center predomi-
nantly on the administration of pas-
toral care and counseling and biblical
studies in relationship to community
ethics. He has also written two books,
and currently is working on his third.

He is a devoted and inspired leader in
our community and to those he serves
at Christ Lutheran Church. It’s a privi-
lege to have him here with us today,
and an honor to serve him, his family,
and his congregation in the Ninth Dis-
trict of North Carolina.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 10 further requests for 1-
minute speeches on each side of the
aisle.

——————

EMBARK IN A NEW DIRECTION

(Mr. ALTMIRE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ALTMIRE. Madam Speaker, it
was a little over 8 years ago that this
country had just had four consecutive
budget surpluses. But now, as we find
ourselves in the midst of our eighth
consecutive budget deficit, Congress
and the President are finally making
the difficult decisions necessary to
right the ship and begin digging our
way out of the enormous hole the poli-
cies of the past have created.

While we can’t change the misguided
decisions that doubled the national
debt over the past 8 years, we can
change course and adopt a more fis-
cally responsible policy.

Our budget cuts the deficit by two-
thirds over the next 4 years. And by re-
forming our health care system, reduc-
ing our dependence on foreign oil, and
improving our education system, we
are addressing the issues that are driv-
ing our long-term deficit.

Madam Speaker, finally we have a
Congress and an administration that
are willing to put behind us the failed
economic policies of the past and em-
bark in a new direction.

———

CAP-AND-TAX ENERGY PLAN

(Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania.
A cap-and-tax energy bill is working
its way through the House. Democrats
and Republicans alike want to make
sure that we put caps on emissions to
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